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Rousseau insists that existing education is bad because parents and teachers are
always thinking of the accomplishments of adults, and that all reform depends
upon centering attention upon the powers and weaknesses of children.

But his insistence that education be based upon the native capacities of those to be
taught and upon the need of studying children in order to discover what these
native powers are, sounded the key-note of all modern efforts for educational
progress.

Adapted from John Dewey, Chapter I, Education as natural development, School
of Tomorrow.
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* The French writer Albert Camus in his novel The Plague wrote

“What’s true of all the evils in the world is true of plague as well. It helps men to
rise above themselves.”

Please give an example and a counter-example that either affirm or reject the
assertion of the above quotation based on your experience, including what you
have heard, in the past twenty months during which the 21st century’s first plague,
COVID-19, has swept the entire world.
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