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(= ) 4 p Kanhlil Gibran — On Children

Your children are not your children.

They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself.
They come through you but not from you,

And though they are with you yet they belong not to you.
You may give them your love but not your thoughts,

For they have their own thoughts.

You may house their bodies but not their souls,

For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow,

which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.

You may strive to be like them,

but seek not to make them like you.

For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.
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And any knowledge that doesn’t lead to new questions quickly dies out: it
fails to maintain the temperature required for sustaining life. In the most
extreme cases, cases well known from ancient and modern history, it even
poses a lethal threat to society.

This is why | value that little phrase "I don't know" so highly. It's small,
but it flies on mighty wings. It expands our lives to include the spaces
within us as well as those outer expanses in which our tiny Earth hangs
suspended. If Isaac Newton had never said to himself "I don't know," the
apples in his little orchard might have dropped to the ground like hailstones
and at best he would have stooped to pick them up and gobble them with
gusto. Had my compatriot Marie Sklodowska-Curie never said to herself
"I don't know", she probably would have wound up teaching chemistry at
some private high school for young ladies from good families, and would
have ended her days performing this otherwise perfectly respectable job.
But she kept on saying "I don't know," and these words led her, not just
once but twice, to Stockholm, where restless, questing spirits are
occasionally rewarded with the Nobel Prize.
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https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/chemistry/laureates/1911/index.html

= ) # p Samuel Ullman - Youth

Youth is not entirely a time of life; it is a state of mind;
It is not a matter of rosy cheeks, red lips and supple knees;

it is a temper of the will, a quality of the imagination, a vigor of the
emotions; it is the freshness of the deep springs of life.

Youth means a temperamental predominance of courage over timidity,
of the appetite of adventure over the love of ease.

This often exists in a man of sixty more than in a boy of twenty.
Nobody grows old by merely living a number of years.

We grow old by deserting our ideals.
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